[Consequences of interactions between thymic lymphoid and epithelial cells in vitro].
A 24-hour co-cultivation of thymocytes and epithelial cells taken from human thymus results in mutual activation of epitheliocytes and thymocytes, as well as in apoptosis of thymocytes. The apoptosis can also be induced by a cultural supernatant of the thymic-epithelial cells, its level being lower, however, than in the co-culture. Thymocyte death and elimination develop faster in a co-culture with allogeneic thymic epithelial cells.